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Looking for a way to enjoy math with your child?  

Looking for a way to strengthen your child’s math skills? 

Studies show Bedtime Math is proven to boost kids’ math performance and has effects that 

last for years.   

Download their free app, find them on Facebook, sign up for nightly emails, or head over anytime to their website to check out 

Bedtime Math’s daily article, complete with mathematically based questions to ponder and solve with your child!  Consider making 

math a part of your bedtime routine!  

Upcoming Events in February: 

February 1st: Virtual Site Council 12pm & PTA Meeting 7-8pm 

February 2nd: Virtual Family Game night for Math & Reading 

February 10th: Spring Pictures 

February 12th: Valentine’s Parties 

January Calendar: 

January 4th: NO SCHOOL {In-Service Day} 

January 5th: Classes Resume 

January 18th: NO SCHOOL 

January 21st: End of 2nd Quarter 

January 22nd: NO SCHOOL {Teacher Workday} 

This month we are focusing on Morning Meeting. Each class will be watching a video about Morning Meeting Matrix during our 

PRIDE assembly.  The area of focus includes: being flexible, honest about your zone, keep personal things shared in the classroom 

to self, active listening, encouraging others, respecting each person’s uniqueness, and being prepared to speak by having your 

thought ready. Morning Meeting is a time that your students and Heusner teachers really enjoy. There are specific component to 

our morning meeting: wish you well’s, celebration, morning message, greeting one another, sharing on a specific topic, and group 

activity. This brings community into the classroom and gives a platform in which students can share, grow and learn about each 

other.  
 

 



 

Miss Bills Named the New Horizon Award Winner for the STATE of Kansas 

Thursday, January 7th; Heusner’s Miss Bills was recognized by Dr. Randy Watson as the New Horizon Award Winner for the State of Kansas. The Kansas 

Horizon Award program identifies and recognizes representatives of excellent teaching in the elementary and secondary classrooms of the state. Miss 

Bills has been recognized as an exemplary first-year teacher who performs in a way that distinguishes her as “outstanding.” 

 

Here are some comments about Miss Bill’s from colleagues and parents: 

“Some of us are drawn into teaching, others are persuaded that we should go into teaching as a career path and then there are teachers like Larrah Bills 

that are BORN to teach.  No matter whether you are a parent, a co-worker, an observer, or a principal, you recognize that there is something special 

happening in Larrah’s classroom.  When you walk into her classroom, you instantly are part of a community, part of a family, that wraps their arms 

around you and you could stay and watch for hours.  The environment is happy and upbeat.  It’s filled with mantras that send messages to students that 

they are important and with hard work, they can do anything!  One parent said it best, ‘You can tell when a person loves what they do and there is no 

doubt when you walk into Miss Bills’ room that she absolutely loves what she is doing.’  Larrah is one of those special teachers that makes a huge impact 

on students and staff. Congratulations, Miss Bills!  We are proud of you!!  

February Family Engagement Activity: 

Each grade level will be participating in a Valentine Family Glyph Project. A glyph is a 

project where students answer a series of questions and based on those answers 

they create a craft unique to them. At the end of January, your child will bring home a 

baggie with all of the supplies (construction paper, templates, glue stick) that they will 

need to create their project; along with all of the instructions they need to understand 

the activity. Your child may need assistance in cutting/assembling their glyph. Be on 

the lookout for this fun family activity! We are excited to celebrate our unique Heusner 

families!  



 

Kindergarteners are reading Knuffle Bunny and then writing about their favorite  

Knuffle Bunny story so far, in their Mo Willems unit! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

First Graders are working hard to sound out words, write sentences,  

finding word parts, working on their i-ready reading path, and much more! 

 

 

  



 

Second Grade: 

Learning all about words and word meanings, taking a mini quiz about animals that camouflage and then  

watching a video about an octopus! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third grade students exploring “area” in math 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And beginning their whole group reading unit about: Government! 

 



 

Fourth Grade: 

Reading, learning and writing about poetry! Be sure to ask your child for an example of alliteration and onomatopoeia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifth Grade 

Learning all about Gravity in their Solar System Unit! 

 

 

  



 

 

Annual Notice of Teacher Qualifications 

Salina Public Schools is proud of our record of employing the highest quality teachers and paraprofessional available.  As a parent or guardian, you have the right to inquire about the professional 

qualifications of all instructional staff serving your child.  Specific information is available from your school’s principal at any time throughout the year. 

All Title Schools are required to make available the following information upon parent or guardian request: 

 Whether the State of Kansas has licensed or qualified the teacher for the grades and/or subjects taught. 

 Whether the teachers is teaching under an emergency permit or other provisional status through which Kansas licensing criteria have been waived. 

 The teacher’s college major and subject of any advanced degrees. 

 Whether any instructional aides or paraprofessionals provide services to the child and, if so, the qualification of those staff members. 

Notice of Assessment 

Our school receives Title 1 funds.  Schools that receive these funds are expected to provide to each parent information on the level of achievement and academic growth of the student, if applicable and 
available, on the Kansas Assessments.  Students in grades 3-5 take the Kansas Assessments each Spring.  Your child’s Kansas Assessment Results will be sent home in your child’s grade card at the end of the 
school year.   

The results of the Kansas Assessments are important to our school because we use them to evaluate the effectiveness of our educational programming.  As a parent/guardian, you do have the right to opt out 
of the Kansas Assessments by sending a written request to the building principal stating that you wish for your child to not be tested.  Please contact the building principal for more information. 

Additional assessment information, including our building and district report cards and a list of assessments given at each grade level, is available on the district website.  Follow the steps below: 

 USD305.com 

 Departments 

 School Improvement Department 

 Assessments in USD 305 

 

Heusner Elementary is a Title I School 

Each year, our school qualifies for federal dollars to help support the education of our students. We are required to notify the parents or guardians of each student that information regarding the 

professional qualifications of your student’s classroom teachers are available upon request. You may request information on: 

•Whether the teacher has met State qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction. 

• Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which State qualification or licensing criteria have been waived. 

•The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and any other graduate certification or degree held by the teacher, and the field of discipline of the certification or degree.  

• Whether the child is provided services by para-professionals and, if so, their qualifications. 

Please contact our school principal, Mrs. Lori Munsell at 309-4202 if you have any questions regarding these services. 

 

We have extended our Social Emotional Learning Discussion through the CASEL format. This has been a great experience for parents and teachers alike!  

We will begin our new sessions starting this month. Below are the dates and subjects we will be discussing.  

 January 21    7-8pm Zoom – Topic: Managing Stress with Mindfulness 

 February 4    7-8pm Zoom – Topic: Fighting Fair 

 February 18  7-8pm Zoom – Topic: Parent-Teacher Conversations  

 March 4        7-8pm Zoom – Topic: Helping Kids Deal with Fear 
If you would like to sign up or have questions about the CASEL Social Emotional Discussion please email julie.clayson@usd305.com  

If committing to every session sound like too much feel free to come when you can as we will send out the zoom invitation the Monday before our session. 

When I first heard, "The paper is white. Go sit in your chair..." in Huesner's first social emotional group 3 years ago, it forever changed my parenting style and how I relate to my kids. 

To ask Ms. Clayson about this skill, or for more life changing social emotional hacks, join our SEL discussion group!  ~Michelle Woody 

One of my favorite sessions of the social-emotional group has been the one we talked about hopes & dreams we have for our children. It was a wonderful time to process the values 

with which we were raised and then what values we prioritize for our own children and what we most hope they will succeed in. Even having a background as a mental health nurse 

and knowing some of the foundational knowledge going into group, this was an excellent chance for me to be intentional about how I can directly influence my children's social-

emotional health.  After each session, I felt I gained concrete skills to apply to our common struggles, such as communicating clearly about my own feelings and helping give my kids 

the tools to talk about their emotions, so that we can make a plan together. It was wonderful to get to exchange ideas with parents of different backgrounds and experience levels as 

well as with educators from Heusner who took time out of their week to go through this journey with us.  I'm very thankful for the social-emotional group and I am looking forward to 

future sessions! ~Melissa Calvillo 

"Participating in the SEL group was a wonderful experience.  Forming relationships with other parents under the bond of our children and Heusner made me realize others share the 

same ups and downs.  Despite being separated with the pandemic, we were able to connect virtually and have meaningful, intimate discussions and learning opportunities.  Mrs. 

Clayson is such a great leader & the other parents and staff all worked together to apply the latest information on social and emotional well-being in our homes.  We all shared the 

same sentiment on the future of the group - to continue share and exchange ideas that will make us better parents and our children feel more secure.  We would love to have other 

parents join the group to continue to build relationships and exchange experiences in this open and relaxed dialogue. " ~Nate Davis 
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